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One of the most universally revered members of the sport of auto racing, Dr. 

Joseph (Doc) Mattioli founded Pocono Raceway in 1968 in the lush and scenic 

Pocono Mountains. 

  

Doc, a dentist and World War II veteran, and his wife Rose, a podiatrist, purchased 

property in the area and were approached about building a race track on site – 

something that intrigued the couple even though they had never been to a race. 

 

The rest is history – as they. The 2.5-mile triangular-shaped track has hosted all 

of America’s top racing series but has been a particularly prime stop on the 

NASCAR schedule. It was designed by two-time Indy 500 winner Rodger Ward 

and each of the three turns is completely different – each modeled off another 

track. 

  

Some of NASCAR’s biggest heroes own Pocono trophies, including all three 

seven-time champions (Richard Petty, Dale Earnhardt and Jimmie Johnson). In 

all, 13 NASCAR Hall of Famers have a Pocono Cup Series win. 

  

Unique to the facility is solar energy “farm” set on dozens of acres surrounding the 

track making it the largest solar-powered sports facility in the world. 


